
But the technology isn’t just 
good for the students, Birdseye 
has noticed a lot of benefits as 
well. “It allows me to do quick, 
formative assessments and really, 
really quickly have a snapshot of 
where my students are,” he said.

Teachers involved in the 
Digital Learning pilot, like Scott 
Birdseye, are giving the district 
hands-on data that can be used 
to help shape the future of 
Bethel’s technology levy.
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I N  T H E  D I S T R I C T

A Birdseye view of Digital Learning

33rd Annual Holiday 
Craft Fair returns to 
Spanaway Lake HS

S p a n a w a y  L a k e 
High School will be 
decking the halls in 
preparation for their 
annual craft fair.  The 
big holiday event will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 
1, and from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 
2, at SLHS.  Dozens of 
vendors and artists 
from across the state 
will be in attendance.  
A d m i s s i o n  i s  $ 3 
and children under 
6 are free.  For more 
information email 
Anna Flores-Santiago 
a t  a f l o r e s s a n @
bethelsd.org or call 
253.683.5637. 

Scott Birdseye is a sixth grade 
math teacher at Spanaway 
Middle School.  This year he 
became part of the Digital 
Learning pilot that is ongoing 
in the Bethel School District.  
That means his classroom has 
become tech central and he says 
his students couldn’t be happier.

“Before, when we were using 
white boards and we were using 
pencil and paper, I hate to say it 
this way, but I think for a lot of 
students that felt archaic.”

Now students are creating 
presentations on iPads and 
sharing them in small groups as 

well as to the classroom at large.  
“I think it’s had a huge effect,” 

said Birdseye.  “It really gives 
them some ownership and it 
gives them that drive and that 
need to put together better work, 
so that they can lead each other.  
And I think that adds a lot of 
excitement to the learning that 
just wasn’t there before.”

Birdseye is using many different 
applications to challenge his 
students.  “We have a school-
wide subscription to IXL, so they 
can go on IXL if they’re having 
trouble with things.  They use 
Khan Academy.  When they want 

to show their thinking they can 
use Educreations, like a digital 
white board, or they can record 
their thinking and spell things 
out a little better and really get 
deep into the explanations.”

For the students, a lot of the 
work now feels fun.  “A lot of 
things that we use are educational 
in nature but they are built in the 
way of a game,” said Birdseye.  
“And so the students really get 
to get that added benefit that 
they’re playing a game, they’re 
going on to the next level, they’re 
challenging each other, they’re 
challenging themselves.”

For some students at Kapowsin 
Elementary School recess time 
looks much different than what 
you’d expect.  Instead of spending 
time on the monkey bars or 
swings, students are planting 
seeds and harvesting vegetables 
in the school’s community 
garden.

“Our garden all started with 
the Washington State Potato 
Commission grant, which we 
happened to win,” said Stephanie 
Butow, Kapowsin’s social worker 
and resident gardening guru.  “So 
that’s how it started five years ago 
and we’ve been expanding ever 
since.”

Students are allowed to work 
in the garden during recess, and 
at other times as well.  Some 
classes will come out and put 
their artistic talents to the test by 
drawing the flowers and plants 
they see.  Other times, Butow 
will bring students out that she’s 
working with.  For some, the fresh 
air and hands-on activity really 
helps.

“Maybe they’re furious about 
something or really sad.  They 
come out here and -- I’ve seen 
it so many times -- it just totally 
changes their perspective and 
they get a sense of healing and 
release, at least for a little while.  
I love to see that.

“Anyone that’s  gardened 
knows that it’s a peaceful time,” 
said Sheryl Thuline a Kapowsin 
grandparent, PTA member and 
garden volunteer.  “It’s a time to 
reflect and a time to just, kind of 
wind down.  And for a lot of the 
students they really need that.  
They love digging in the dirt and 
looking at the bugs.”

Another thing Butow loves to 
see is the fully grown produce 
helping others in the school and 
in the community.  One of the 
places the food goes to is the 
Harvest House Food Pantry.  “Last 
year I think we received about 50 
pounds of produce, and this year 
is upwards of 100 pounds,” said 
Justin Henderson, the director of 
Harvest House.

Harvesting happiness
at Kapowsin Elementary

Scott Birdseye’s sixth grade math class is part of Bethel’s Digital Learning pilot program this year.

T h e r e’s  g o o d  n e w s  f o r 
taxpayers in Bethel.  Thanks to 
rising property values and an 
adjusted levy lid, tax rates will be 
lower to support local schools.  
At the Oct. 14 school board 
meeting, the Board of Directors 
approved a rollback of the School 
Programs and Operations Levy.

In February, district voters said 
‘yes’ to collecting $40.1 million to 

For Henderson, Kapowsin 
holds a special place in his heart.  
“I went to Kapowsin Elementary, 
second through sixth grade, so I 
have a real passion for the area.  It 
just goes a long way to giving fresh 
food to our community.”

The fresh produce and flowers 
also do a lot of work at the school 
as well.  “The food goes home 
with students in need, it goes 
home with the general student 

population,” said Butow.  “We 
also use the food for our holiday 
baskets, the onions and potatoes 
and herbs.  Sometimes there’s 
a family who’s going through a 
particularly hard time.  We will 
send flowers home or food from 
the garden to make soup.  We 
also use the food for cooking 
projects with the kids to reinforce 
concepts that they’re learning in 
the classroom.” 

support the district’s general fund 
for the 2015 calendar year.  This 
amount was based on the Finance 
Department’s best estimate of 
levy authority at the time.  Since 
then, the district, in cooperation 
with the State, has reviewed the 
complex formula that determines 
levy lid.  The revised collection 
for next year has been changed 
to $39,795,810, resulting in a net 

savings to taxpayers of $304,190.  
“It’s been many, many years since 
Bethel has had a rollback, said 
chief financial officer Harvey 
Erickson.  “In the past we have 
always been under the lid.”

During the campaign, the 
district estimated a tax rate for the 
School Programs and Operations 
Levy at $5.05 per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation.  This will also 
be drastically reduced because of 
updates in assessed valuations. 
Pierce County is projecting a 

9.2% increase in property values, 
which is much higher than the 
district’s conservative estimates 
last year.  As a result, the new rate 
for taxpayers will be about $4.63 
per $1,000 of assessed valuation 
-- a savings of .42 cents, which is 
almost the same amount voters 
approved for the district’s new 
technology levy.  “It’s almost 
like voters approved the M&O 
levy and got a tech levy for free,” 
Erickson said.

District rolls back taxes
B o a r d  N e w s

Students at Kapowsin Elementary show off their potato harvest.
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At a recent school board 
meeting, Ben Brown, Spanaway 
Lake High School’s Japanese 
teacher, showed the board 
members how he integrates 
D i g i t a l  L e a r n i n g  i n t o  h i s 
classroom.

Brown’s class was selected to 
be a part of this year’s expansion 
of the Digital Learning pilot 
program.  Previously called 
Blended Learning, the Digital 
L e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m  p u t s 
technology in students’ hands 
allowing teachers to engage their 
students in new and innovative 
ways.

Brown’s Japanese class is 
the first world language class 
to implement technology in 
this way in the district.  Brown 
brought along three of his 
students who demonstrated the 
digital learning techniques used 
in his class on Chromebooks.  

During the board meeting, 
the students video-recorded 
presentations of themselves in 
Japanese and shared them with 
each other.  Once the videos 
were uploaded, the students were 
able to comment on each other’s 
work, offering time-stamped 
tips and encouragement to each 
other online.  Board members 
were able to see how the process 
worked and asked questions of 
the students during the break.

For some students having to 
present to the school board this 
early in the school year would be 
nerve-wracking.  But Brown said 
his students are used to being 
thrown in the deep end.  Day 
one in Brown’s Japanese class 
is intense.  Students arriving 
with no knowledge of Japanese 
are expected to record a self-
introduction video ... in Japanese.  
“It’s a high-pressure, high-stakes 

exercise,” said Brown.
Brown said the technology 

really helps students to be more 
engaged in class and helps 
promote self-confidence.  He 
said since much of students’ 
interaction with friends is online 
now, the students feel right at 

Technology makes learning Japanese a breeze!

“ W h a t  d i d  y o u  d o  t h i s 
summer?”

For three students in our 
district, the answer to that age-
old question was quite unique.  
Nick Splinter, Sean Kim and 
Britney Freer were awarded paid 
internships with Boeing last 
spring and spent their summers 
working toward their future goals 
at Boeing’s Frederickson plant.

At a recent school board 
meeting held at Spanaway Lake 
High School, Nick and Sean 

spoke to the board about their 
experience.  “I got to meet all 
kinds of different people from 
every walk of life in every area 
of the factory,” said Nick.  “I got 
to learn about jobs I didn’t even 
know existed.  A lot of my time 
was spent on the shop floor in 
assembly.  I got to see a lot of the 
stuff I had studied come into 
play.”

B o t h  s t u d e n t s  c re d i t e d 
their  engineering class  at 
SLHS for preparing them for 

Bethel’s Boeing interns report to board

Help us feed families in 
need

B e t h e l  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t , 
in partnership with Bethel 
C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s ,  i s 
challenging businesses and 
members of the community 
to support our campaign to 
feed local families.  Every $20 
donation the campaign receives 
will be used to purchase a turkey 
dinner with all the fixings for a 
family in need.  All proceeds from 
this campaign will go towards 
the purchase of holiday meals.  
To donate, make your check 
payable to “Bethel Community 
Services.”  Be sure to note on your 
check that your donation is for 
“2014 Holiday Meal Fund.”  All 
contributions are tax-deductible.  
Checks can be mailed or dropped 
off at Bethel Community Services, 
18020 B Street East, Spanaway, 
WA 98387.

Celebrate #SOCKTOBER at 
CMMS and BMS

Cougar Mountain and Bethel 
middle schools are joining 
Kid President in an effort to 
do something kind for our 
community.  From now until the 
end of October, the schools are 
celebrating #SOCKTOBER.  To 
help friends and families in need, 
students are collecting socks for 
all ages.  New socks are preferred, 
but very gently used, clean socks 
will be accepted as well.  All 
donations will be delivered to 
local clothing banks.  You can 
join the Kid President movement 
by shooting a picture of you with 
your donations and posting it 
with the hashtag, #Socktober.  
For more details on #Socktober, 
check out Kid President and Soul 
Pancake on YouTube.

Dedication ceremony 
date set for February

A special ceremony marking 
the completion of the new 
Transportation Center and Child 
Nutrition Central Kitchen has 
been tentatively set for Tuesday, 
Feb. 3.  The project was the first 
design-build project constructed 
by a school district in Washington 
state.  The new facilities are 
located near the intersection of 
192nd Street East and Canyon 
Road in the Frederickson area.  
The project cost $XX million 
and is expected to generate 
several thousand dollars of 
operational efficiencies for the 
two departments.  

Funding for the project was 
made possible thanks to taxpayer 
support of the 2006 bond.

Substitute bus drivers 
and teachers needed

The Bethel School District is 
seeking substitute bus drivers 
and teachers for the current 
school year.

Substitute bus drivers will be 
responsible for safely driving 
students to and from school 
and special events, maintaining 
orderly student behavior and to 
fuel, oil, wash and sweep the bus.  
Training will be provided.  No 
previous experience is necessary.

Substitute teachers are needed 
for both regular and special 
education classrooms.  Applicants 
must have a Washington state 
teaching certificate, as well 
as a demonstrated ability to 
develop and maintain effective 
c l a s s r o o m  m a n a g e m e n t , 
successfully employ effective 
teaching methods and be able 
to communicate effectively with 
staff, students and parents from 
diverse cultural backgrounds.

To apply, go to jobs.bethelsd.
org.

I N  B R I E F

Student leaders at Liberty Middle School guide visitors on a recent 
FUTURESCHOOLS Tour.

home in a digital environment. 
Brown’s Japanese class isn’t the 

only first for the Digital Learning 
pilot program this year.  There are 
also iPads being used in health 
occupation courses at all three 
high schools.

SLHS teacher Ben Brown addresses the school board during his Digital 
Learning presentation.

SLHS seniors Sean Kim (left) and Nick Splinter (right) present a recap of their summer internship at Boeing to the school board.

The 2014/15 FUTURESCHOOLS Tours are underway!
The FUTURESCHOOLS Tour 

Theme Song (to the tune of “The 
Ballad of Gilligan’s Isle”)

Now sit right back and read a tale, 
a tale of a district trip.
With a school bus full of Bethel pride 
it couldn’t be more hip.

The schools are some of the best we 
have, filled with teachers true.
The only thing left to fill on this trip, 
is the seat we’ve saved for you.

So call right now and secure your 
spot, it’s guaranteed not to bore.
FUTURESCHOOLS are safe even 
though it’s a three-hour tour!

This year’s FUTURESCHOOLS 
Tours kicked off in October with 
a trip to Liberty Middle School 
and Clover Creek Elementary.  
Parents, staff and community 
members visited classrooms 
and talked with principals and 
students about the day-to-day 
work that happens in our schools.

At Liberty Middle School, 
the tour was greeted by the 

band students, who welcomed 
them into the school with their 
rendition of Gary Glitter’s, “Rock 
and Roll, Part 2.”

Student leaders then guided 
the visitors around the school, 
something Liberty parent Deana 
Webb enjoyed.  “The welcome 
we got, the kids participating, it 
was great!”

The tour then broke into 
groups and sat in on different 
classes.  “It’s nice to just be in 
there observing,” said Liberty 
parent Heather LaRue.  “I was 
just impressed with the different 
teaching styles and how they 
were engaging the students.”

After a time to debrief and 
ask questions, the tour then 
headed over to Clover Creek 
where community member John 
Marshall was impressed with all 
the teachers he saw.  “I absolutely 
loved it; high energy teachers!  
The kindergarten teacher, she 
was like a Seahawks cheerleader 
she had so much energy.  Every 
kid was engaged.”

Bethel’s FUTURESCHOOLS 
Tours are open to community 
members who would like an 
up-close look at our teaching 
and learning expectations.  The 
tour includes a walk through of 
two to three schools, combined 
with time for observations and 
reflections. Transportation and 
snacks are included.

Tours depart from the ESC on 
the following dates:

Nov.  13:   Cedarcrest  MS, 
Frederickson ES, Kapowsin ES

Jan.  22:   Chal lenger  HS, 
Centennial ES, Camas Prairie ES

Feb. 25:  Spanaway ES, Naches 
Trail ES, Thompson ES

Mar. 17:  Elk Plain SOC, Roy ES

For more details or to reserve 
your spot on the tour, contact the 
Office of  Teaching and Learning 
at 253.683.6016.

the opportunity.  Sean told the 
board about signs he saw in his 
classrooms that read, “We believe 
in you.” He joked, “I thought that 
was just something to help with 
graduation rates.”  But when his 
teachers began writing glowing 
letters of recommendation for 
him, he realized how true the 
sentiment was.

Sean said the Boeing employees 
were great to work with.  “Just 
about every single one of them 
said the same thing when I told 

them I was a high school intern, ‘I 
never had that opportunity when 
I was a high school student.’  It 
was a great opportunity.”

The internship also helped 
t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  p u b l i c 
speaking.  “We had to make a 
few presentations in front of 
Boeing’s board of executives, 
which is a lot different experience 
then presenting in front of your 
classroom of peers,” said Nick.



Orchestra Mini-Festival 
set for November

Middle school orchestra students 
are hoping to hit all the right notes 
at their upcoming Mini-Festival.  
The districtwide concert will be 
held Tuesday, Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. at 
Bethel Middle School.  At this 
event, students from all six middle 
schools will perform two pieces, 
before joining together to play a 
special piece under the direction 
of district Arts Director, Michael 
Sandner.  

Ddmission is free.  Special thanks 
go to the orchestra students and 
their conductors:  Konstantin 
Avakyan (CMS), Lynn Graciano 
(SMS), Jerilynn Harris-Kilgore 
(BMS), Andrea Klouse (LMS), 
Hans Nelson (FMS), and James 
Pham (CMMS).

Help us keep kids healthy
The winter cold and flu season 

is upon us.  If your child is not 
feeling well, please consider 
keeping them at home.  Staying 
home and giving them time to 
get well can prevent the spread of 
germs that cause illness.

The American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommends children 
remain at home if they are not 
able to participate in normal 
school activities, if their illness 
can cause an unsafe or unhealthy 
place for others, or if they require 
care that cannot be managed at 
school.  

To help us reduce illness, please 
keep your child home if he/
she:  Develops a temperature 
over 100.4 F along with behavior 
changes or other symptoms 
like a sore throat, rash, earache, 
or irritability; vomits two or 
more times within 24 hours; 
experiences diarrhea or watery 
stools three or more times within 
24 hours; or has an open or oozing 
sore (unless it is properly covered 
with a bandage).  

Other infectious diseases that 
require a child to remain home 
from school can include:  strep 
throat, pink eye, chickenpox, 
mumps, measles, whooping 
cough, and pertussis.  

Please check with the school 
before your child returns if  he/she 
has had any of these conditions or 
any other less common infectious 
disease.

Many diseases can be prevented 
by vaccination, including the flu.  
For more information, contact 
Tacoma-Pierce County Health 
Department at 253.798.6500.

Daffodils to Shine a Light 
on Service

Bethel schools are blooming 
with new Daffodil Princesses.   
Graham-Kapowsin High School 
selected their representative 
during the school’s coronation 
on Oct. 29.  The ceremony for 
BHS is set for Thurs., Nov. 6 at 7 
p.m. in the auditorium.  Then, on 
Fri., Nov. 7, SLHS will make their 
choice at 7 p.m. in the schools’ 
theater.  High school coronation 
events are free and open to the 
community.

T h e  D a f f o d i l  Fe s t i v a l  i s 
celebrating another great year with 
the theme ‘Shine your Light with 
Service.’  Students selected from 
our high schools will compete 
this spring for the Queen’s title 
and thousands of dollars in 
scholarships.  For more details 
about upcoming festival events, 
visit www.thedaffodilfestival.org.
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I N  B R I E FBMS 24seven Green Team gets their hands dirty
Bethel Middle School’s 24seven 

Green Team stayed after school 
recently to get a first hand look at 
what their peers toss in the trash 
after lunch.

“We’re going to be sorting 
through that,” said teacher Julie 
Benkovich, eyeing several large 
bags of garbage that had been 
saved from that day’s lunch.  
“Seeing what could have been 
recycled and what is trash, and 
how we can improve it in the 
future.”

To help with the project, 
representatives from Pierce 
County and LeMay were on hand 
to answer questions and make 
sure the sorting was conducted 
correctly and safely.

“Last year we did one at every 
one of our schools and it was quite 
enlightening how much we throw 
away,” said Michael Knaack, 
Bethel’s energy manager.  “We 
roughly could recycle another 
30% and do much better with that 
districtwide.”

Though the waste sort is not 
something new to the district, 
for the Green Team members, it 
was an eye opening experience, 
especially when the gloves were 
handed out.

“This is the part that’s going 
to get kind of messy so good job 
for rolling up the sleeves.  We 
want to make sure that we don’t 
get our clothes wet,”  said Bob 
Dieckmann of Pierce County 
Public Works and Utilities.

Students sorted the waste into 
separate trash cans that were all 
labeled with signs that read:  non-
recyclable waste, non-recyclable 
paper, milk cartons, food and 
plastic bottles.

The students were surprised at 

the amount of food thrown away, 
including slices of pizza and full 
cartons of unopened milk.  “They 
could have put that on the share 
table!” remarked one Green Team 
member.

“Seeing a whole sandwich 
that hasn’t been eaten, or a milk 
carton that hasn’t been opened 
at all and then thrown away ... 
that’s educational value that really 
needs to be shown and not just 
talked about,” said Dieckmann.

As a part of the waste sort, 

the 24seven Green Team also 
held a contest to see which 
classroom recycled the most.  
After collecting the recycling and 
trash from each classroom, they 
weighed the bags and awarded 
prizes.  

Knaack said that the Bethel 
Middle School 24seven Green 
Team is  the distr ict’s  f irst 
secondary school Green Team, 
and he hopes other schools will 
be inspired to start their own 
programs.

Members of Bethel Middle School’s 24seven Green Team spent a recent afternoon sorting out their school’s trash.

Captain America greeted guests and the PCSC’s Fire Science students let 
kids get hands on with the fire hose at this year’s ABC Day.

The sixth annual All Bethel 
Community Day was a big 
hit for kids of all ages in the 
Bethel community.  Special 
guest Captain America greeted 
families as they arrived and took 
countless pictures with fans both 
young and old.

But Captain America wasn’t the 
only one in costume.  The Seattle 
Seahawks’ mascot Blitz made 
the rounds, along with a kung-fu 
panda and Kawshun the Safety 
Clown.  “I love it because it’s just 
fun to meet with my community 
and play with the kids, and that’s 
what it’s all about,” said Kawshun.

This year there were over 200 
booths representing the best the 
local community has to offer.  
For small businesses like local 
designer Jennifer Vitzthum’s 
Going Swank, ABC Day offered 
a great opportunity to get more 
eyes on her products.  “I like 
coming to ABC Day because 
it’s in my community, it’s at my 
son’s school, so this is just a way 
to get my small business to be 
seen but also support our local 
community.”

A few booths away was the 
Acceleration Academy, which 
gives students who have dropped 
out of school a second chance to 

Bringing the community together is as easy as ABC
get their high school diploma.  
“This is my first ABC Day, it’s 
phenomenal!  I love it ... all the 
people!” said Lorraine Sylvester, 
and Lisa Bowman-Maclin agreed.  
“They have done an outstanding 
job of getting a variety of vendors 
in here.  Anything that you’re 
interested in, it’s here.”

For animal lovers,  Point 
Defiance Zoo and Aquarium 
returned with a collection of 
animals for people to get an up 
close look at.  PDZA’s Adrienne 
Umpstead was introducing a 
possum to families.  “It’s really 
fun to share with kids and let 
them maybe see something that 
they’ve never met before, which 
is awesome,” she said.

Unlike last year, this year’s 
ABC day was held under sunny 
September skies, and there was 
plenty to do in the autumn air 
including camel rides, a viking 
village and a fire engine, where 
the Pierce County Skills Center’s 
Fire Science students helped kids 
spray down safety cones with a 
real fire hose.

Also parked outside was 
Cascade Regional Blood Service’s 
bloodmobile.  “We’re here to 
support it, have fun with the 
community, with the students, 

When “The President’s Own” 
United States Marine Band 
finished their 30-day national 
concert tour at Benaroya Hall 
in Seattle, not all of the band 
members headed back to the 
White House immediately.

Throughout the tour, members 
of the band took time to speak 
at schools across the country, 
encouraging student musicians.  
Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant 
Chris Tiedeman brought his tuba 
to Bethel High School and spoke 
to band students from Bethel 
and Graham-Kapowsin about his 
craft and the practice habits of a 
professional musician.

“I practice things that allow 
me to keep good time and give 
the band a foundation,” said 
Tiedeman as he was describing 
the importance of the tuba as a 
supportive instrument.

Tiedeman began playing the 
tuba when he was very young.  
“I was the cool kid with the big 
case and the skateboard to push 
it around,” he said.  But it wasn’t 
his first instrument.

“I  started him when he 
was probably f ive on the 
euphonium,” said Chris’ dad, 
Dan Tiedeman, a former Bethel 
High School band teacher.  
“He was reading tuba parts at 
that point and he made the 
transformation.”

Gunner y Sgt .  Tiedeman 
joined the Marines in 2002 
after seeing the Marine Band 
when they were on tour.  “I was 
a music major at the Eastman 
School of Music.  I was looking 
for opportunities to continue 
making music and I remember 
the band coming through 
Tacoma, and it seemed like that 
was a really good opportunity.  
And I was fortunate enough to 
win the audition.”

Tiedeman performed a few 
pieces for the crowd, and he 
was also able to listen in as 
two BHS students performed 
for him.  Alex Epperson and 
Christopher Earles, both BHS 
trumpet players, performed 
the song, “Danny Boy” which 
E p p e r s o n  h a d  a r r a n g e d .  

Tiedeman used their example 
to begin a conversation about 
practice versus performance.

He also talked about using 
technology to improve practice, 
encouraging the students to 
record themselves and then 
reviewing their footage to find 
places to improve.  

Students asked him about 
his keys to success.  He said, 
“Work hard and love what you do, 
because it’s going to require effort.  
Ultimately it’s how you’re defined, 
so do your best to do it great.  It’s 
not really work if it’s something 
you enjoy.  Whatever path you 
choose, do it the very best you can 
and enjoy the ride.”

His father, Dan, agreed, “It’s 
wonderful that he took this path 
and he’s having a lot of fun.  
Anytime you can make your living 
and do what you love, that’s what a 
parent hopes for their kid.”

“The President’s Own” United 
States Marine Band was founded 
in 1798 and is America’s oldest 
continuously active professional 
musical organization.  They 

perform at the White House and 
in public venues, totaling more 
than 500 performances annually.  
You can learn more about them at 
www.marineband.marines.mil.

with the parents,” said CRBS’ 
Patricia Hernandez.  “It’s just fun 
to see how vibrant and how much 
the community has grown.”

To see a video of this year’s ABC 
Day  festivities, visit our YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/
bethelschools.

“The President’s Own” United States Marine Band tuba player visits BHS

Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant 
Chris Tiedeman spoke with student 
musicians at BHS.
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Bethel, along with districts across the country, has been making the switch to the Common Core State Standards.  
The reason is simple.  We believe students have the right to high standards for learning and should receive the 
best education available.  But, why the Common Core?  And, why now?

The Common Core is a set of learning goals that are consistent across school districts locally, statewide and 
nationally.  Five years ago, a non-partisan group of governors and state school chiefs started working together on 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  Prior to that, there was no uniformity for what students were learning - 
what was taught by a district in one state could be much different than what the expectations were in another.  
The panel aimed to develop one set of standards so that all students, regardless of where they live or attend school 
would be learning what they needed in order to compete in an increasingly global economy, and, ultimately 

Subject mastery is key:  The 
Common Core standards are designed 
to ensure real understanding.  The 
materials go deeper into fewer topics, 
so kids master the material instead 
of just memorizing.  Learning is 
more hands-on with a focus on what 
students will use in real life.

Curriculum that supports the Core
To help students meet these higher standards, we are working 

to adopt new curriculum in major content areas.  This year, 
the district is implementing the Big Ideas and Engage New 
York math programs with an adoption of Springboard for 
English language arts.  In selecting these texts, the district’s 
goal was to find curriculum that best aligned to the CCSS.  This 
ensures students are learning exactly what they need to be.

While it is the district’s responsibility to provide curriculum 
and resources, teaching staff will continue to assess student 
progress and adapt teaching and learning to ensure that all 
students are making sufficient growth and reaching their 
potential.

The Economics of CCSS
In 2014, there were 25,000 jobs in Washington State that 

went unfilled because there were not enough highly skilled 
workers for them.  And, this figure is expected to double in 
the next three years.  By implementing the Common Core, 
educators are trying to fill the gap by giving new graduates 
what they need to compete and work in this global economy.

There is, however, another benefit of creating one set of 
standards.  Today, people and jobs are extremely mobile.  
That means Washington must compete with other states 
and nations to find qualified employees. The development of 
higher standards ensures these positions will not go unfilled.

The new standards will allow students from military families 
to continue their K-12 studies with fewer disruptions because 
what they will be learning in another state will be the same 
as what they are learning here.

C RCNMO MO O

Teacher collaboration:  Teachers 
across the nation will be able to 
collaborate and learn from each other 
because other states are using the 
same high standards.
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R EA real-world approach to learning and teaching

Builds critical thinking skills:  The 
Common Core standards emphasize 
learning fundamentals so students 
truly understand basic concepts and 
can use them as the building blocks 
for critical thinking.

Consistent, high expectations for 
all students:  Before Common Core, 
what counted as grade-level work in 
one state might be less than average 
in another.  Common Core provides 
a clear and consistent set of learning 
standards and expectations so we can 
truly know what students are learning.

find individual success.  Since this effort began, hundreds of teachers, education researchers, mathematicians, 
and other experts from across the nation have provided input and guidance in this process.  Already 46 states 
have adopted the CCSS.  But, what does this mean for your student?  It means the district can do a better job of 
preparing your child for college, work, and life.  By using the CCSS, students can develop a deeper understanding 
of basic subjects, such as math, reading, writing and English language arts.

Common Core essentially sets a standard for the knowledge and skills every student should have at every grade 
level, kindergarten through 12th grade.  It’s like a road map that helps educators guide them through their path 
of learning.

Assessments
Last year, Bethel began the process of migrating to a new 

testing system called Smarter Balanced, which better aligns 
with the Common Core. Under this system, tests are given 
during the last 12 weeks of school.  Optional interim tests 
allow for tracking student progress toward their end-of-
year goals.  A research-based digital library of professional 
development materials and instructional tools are available to 
teachers, as is a secure online reporting system that will show 
student achievement and progress toward understanding 
the standards.

Smarter Balanced tests will replace the state’s current 
Measurements of Student Progress (MSP) test for reading, 
writing and math, given to students in grades 3-8.  A version 
of the exam targeting college and career readiness will also 
be given to 11th graders.  Students will continue to take the 
science MSP in grades 5 and 8 as well as algebra 1, geometry 
and biology end-of-course exams.  Passing the Smarter 
Balanced tests will be required starting with the Class of 2019.

The new Smarter Balanced tests are administered online.  
They require students to apply their knowledge to real-world  
problems and be able to write persuasively.  Already the test 
is offered in 20 states.  But, since it is new to Washington and 
because the Common Core State Standards are more difficult 
than our state’s former learning standards in math, reading 
and writing, there is an expectation that scores may initially 
be lower than what students, parents and teachers have seen 
in the past.
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Bethel schools  and community members are getting 
recognized. Here’s a look at what they’ve been up to. 

Rachel Villarreal is an office clerk at 
Evergreen Elementary.

How long have you been here?

“6 days!”

Where were you before that?

“I spent seven years in Iowa; I have 
family there.”

What’s your first week been like?

“Hectic!  My family, they asked me how 
the first week went and I said, ‘You know, 
you’d think after you drop your kid off 
at school, not a whole lot goes on in 
the office, but I’ve got something else 
to tell you!’  It’s pretty crazy, but I like 
being busy.”

What’s your favorite part about it so 
far?

“All the different interactions:  With the 
kids, with the adults, all of it.  Knowing 
that one minute I could be talking to a 
little kindergartner, but the next minute 
communicating with a staff member.”

You’re wearing  blue today.

“It’s for the Seahawks, actually.”

Did you still root for them when you 
lived in Iowa?

I did, because we don’t really have a 
major team there.  The closest is the 
Chicago Bears, but they’ve never been a 
favorite of mine.

Patty Witney is a third grade teacher 
at Shining Mountain Elementary, the 
school she’s worked at for the past 16 
years.

What’s up with the buffaloes on your 
bulletin board?

“The Colorado Buffaloes!  That’s 
our adopted college for No Excuses 
University.  My kids sing the fight 
song every morning and we talk a lot 
about how college is an opportunity 
for everyone if that’s what they choose 
to do.”

Is Colorado your alma mater?

“It is actually not.  When NEU started 
we all had to have different colleges 
and the colleges I went to were already 
taken, and so, I like Buffaloes, so I went 
with Colorado.

What colleges did you attend?

“I went to Central Washington University 
for my bachelor’s and I got my master’s 
from Grand Canyon University.”

So what do you like about buffaloes?

“I belong to a fun group that has a buffalo 
as their mascot.  We get together for the 
hydroplane races in the Tri-Cities.  It’s 
like a family reunion of friends.”

Robin Burk is a fourth grade teacher at 
Graham Elementary.  She’s taught at the 
school for 25 years.

You’ve taught here for 25 years?!

“Yep, once a Grizzly, always a Grizzly!”

That’s a long time, what’s keeping you 
here?

“It’s the people:  It’s the staff, it’s the 
kids.  It’s such a positive place to work 
and we’ve always been a strong teaming 
school, so working together is huge for 
us.”

Have you taught 4th grade that whole 
time?

“No, I taught third grade for many years 
and then I did a year in the computer lab.  
I missed having my own group of kids.”

Is there a big difference between third 
and fourth grade?

“They get my jokes a little bit more.  I like 
to joke around with my kids and build 
that relationship with them.  Making that 
connection with kids and watching them 
amaze not only you and their parents, 
but themselves, and seeing that pride 
they feel when they get it.”

Staff Spot light

In the
Spot light

Nelson Saez has been a plumber for the 
Bethel School District for 16 years.

What do you like about working for the 
district?

“I work about three minutes from home, 
that makes a big difference.  I work all 
year round and the benefits are great.  
To me that means a lot.”

Nelson works in all 27 Bethel schools as 
well as in the administrative buildings, 
but his favorite place to visit is one of 
the elementary schools.

“My grand kids go to Pioneer Valley.”

Do you ever see them when you’re 
working?

“Oh yes, whenever they see me they 
tell me when something is wrong, ‘The 
toilets aren’t working, the water faucet 
is dripping, Grandpa you better come 
fix it!’”

R
achel Villarreal

Patty W
itney

R
obin Burk

Nelson S
aez

Chief Warrant Officer Four Eric Gartin is a UH60 maintenance 
test pilot who was deployed in Afghanistan until just a few 
days ago.  CW4  Gartin wasn’t expected home until March 
of 2015, so when he returned early, his family was quite 
surprised - especially his eighth grade son Daniel, whom 
CW4 Gartin surprised at Frontier Middle School during lunch.

Bethel school board president Brenda Rogers talks with members 
of the Bethel community who came out to the recent Community 
Spaghetti Dinners hosted by the district.

Margaret Carter, a Cougar Mountain Middle School parent 
and LaTasha Hoskins, parent of a Rocky Ridge Elementary 
student, were just two of the hundreds of people who 
attended the two Spaghetti Dinners hosted at Bethel MS.

Air Force JROTC Cadets from Bethel High School visited 
Elk Plain School of Choice and spent time reading to first 
graders.  This was the first in a series of monthly visits the 
cadets will make.

The Staff Spotlight is a new 
online weekly feature.   You 
can read about a new Bethel 
employee every Thursday on 
our website, www.bethelsd.org.



Celebrate student art with 
PTA Reflections

Do you have a budding artist or 
creative student at home?  Local 
PTAs are looking for entries in 
their annual Reflections cultural 
arts competition.  This year, 
the contest is seeking original 
student work that captures the 
theme “The world would be a 
better place...”  Submissions 
may include:  literature, music 
composition, photography, visual 
arts, film production and dance 
choreography.  Entries will be 
categorized and adjudicated 
based on the student’s grade level.  
A special artist division is also 
available for children who have 
physical, cognitive, or mental 
health challenges.

Local deadlines vary.  For more 
information, check with your local 
PTA or visit the Washington state 
PTA website at www.wastatepta.
org/programs/Reflections/index.
html.

S p a n a w a y  s t u d e n t 
competes for title

Megan Welch, a Spanaway 
Middle School student recently 
competed in the Miss Jr. Teen 
Tacoma/Seattle Pageant.  The 
Miss Pre-Teen division included 
young ladies aged 7 to 19.  The 
girls were judged on modeling 
routines, interviewing skills and 
personality.  Good job, Megan!

US Army offers Operation 
Fit Kid

T h e  A r m y  Pu b l i c  He a l t h 
Command is recruiting JBLM 
families for “Operation Kid 
Fit.”  If you are the parent of a 
child age 4-11 years old and are 
interested in helping your child 
make healthy food, activity and 
lifestyle choices, email usarmy.
apg.medcom-phc.list.okf@mail.
mil or call 253.982.0531 for more 
info or to sign up.  Sessions are 12 
weeks and include in-person or 
online sessions to fit your family’s 
lifestyle.  A copy of the flyer is 
available on the district website 
at www.bethelsd.org.

Bethel gets special lesson 
in genetics

Bethel High students in Mrs. 
Caramandi’s Child Development 
class got a first hand lesson in 
genetic conditions when a special 
guest stopped by.  Steve Pete 
suffers from a rare condition 
called Congenital Analgesia, 
or insensitivity to pain.  Pete 
recently participated in a research 
study in London and has been 
featured in Newsweek magazine.  
He was invited to speak at BHS 
after student Jaci Reynolds came 
upon his website as she was 
researching his condition.  To 
learn more about Pete, visit www.
thefactsofpainlesspeople.com/.

Get Alerts!
Want to get the latest news 

and information about Bethel 
Schools?  Interested in emergency 
announcements?  You can now 
sign up for text and email alerts 
on our district website.  Just go to 
www.bethelsd.org and click on the 
link for ‘Get Alerts.’  This is a self-
subscription and self-cancellation 
service available to all members of 
the community.

Attention Sports Fans!
This year when you’re out 

at Bethel sports events taking 
photos of our student athletes, 
be sure to tag your pictures with 
#BethelSDSports.  We’ll share the 
best ones online and a few may 
even end up in the Bethel Pride!
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Working under a government grant, 
a team of four Japanese educational 
professionals has been touring the 
world to document best practices in 
“student-centered education.”

“In Japan we use mainly a teacher-
centered approach,” said professor 
Tomohito Harada of Hyogo University.  
“The teacher stands in front of the 
students and guides them from the 
book.  In the United States, teachers 
are using a student-centered approach 
to add interactivity to the history 
lessons, and we’d like to know more.”

“We are especially thinking about 
history curriculum,” continued 
professor Harada, which is what 
brought them to Bethel High School.  
Last year, Jim Sawatzki, a BHS highly 
capable teacher, was awarded the 

Japanese Education Research Delegation visits BHS

I N  B R I E F

Governor’s Award for Excellence in 
Teaching History, which put him and 
BHS on the Japanese delegation’s 
radar.

T h e  d e l e g a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g 
two professors of education and 
representatives of Japan’s Ministry 
of Education and Educational Policy 
Research, spent the day with Mr. 
Sawatzki’s class.  His lessons were 
video-recorded, and will be uploaded 
to a website the Japanese team is 
working on.

“In Japan as a teacher, you don’t 
get any kind of international lesson 
studies,” said professor Noboru 
Tanaka of Gifu University.  “So we 
upload our videos to the website to 
introduce great history learning from 
these places for all kinds of history 

teachers in Japan, adding to the 
knowledge of history education.”

On that website, Bethel High 
will soon stand alongside notable 
schools from the United Kingdom, 
Finland, Turkey and other diverse 
societies to allow teachers to 
compare and contrast teaching 
strategies from around the world.  
Other U.S. schools can be found 
there as well, including ones from 
Maryland and California.  

Of particular interest to the 
delegation was Mr. Sawatzki’s use 
of a literature class and a U.S. 
history class as one class, “That’s 
what they were really interested 
in,” said Sawatzki.  They also took 
away information on Bethel High 
School’s involvement in National 

History Day as a way to establish 
high standards and promote student 
excellence.

The delegation also showed interest 
in the implementation of Common 
Core and STEM standards, “This is 
very interesting for Japanese teachers,” 
said professor Harada.  

Mr. Sawatzki said having the 
Japanese delegation visit him was 
a  true honor,  which extended 
beyond the school day, “I went out 
to dinner with them last night and 
we had a wonderful discussion about 
educational theory and practice.”

Yo u  c a n  v i s i t  t h e  Ja p a n e s e 
delegation’s website and see some 
of the worldwide history teaching for 
yourself by visiting www.nier.go.jp/
history lessons/index1.html.

Homecoming season kicks off!

Want to see your favorite sports photos?

(Left) The Cedarcrest Middle School volleyball team poses after a recent match.  (Right) Bethel High School’s volleyball team huddles before a match.  Your 
team could be featured here, too!  Tag us - #BethelSDSports - in your pictures and show us your team spirit!!

Bethel High students celebrate their homecoming with a game against Emerald Ridge.



D I S T R I C T  C A L E N D A R

NOVEMBER
Nov. 1:  Holiday Craft Fair,   
SLHS, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Nov. 2:  Holiday Craft Fair,   
SLHS, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Nov. 4:  MS Mini Orchestral 
Festival, BMS, 7 p.m.

Nov. 5:  HS End of 1st Quarter, 
Early Dismissal

Nov. 11:  Veterans Day (No 
School)

Nov. 12:  Late Arrival

Nov. 18: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Nov. 26:  MS/Elementary End of 
Trimester, Early Dismissal

Nov. 27-28:  Thanksgiving Break 
(No School)

DECEMBER
Dec. 9: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Dec. 22-31:  Winter Break (No 
School)

JANUARY
Jan. 1-2:   Winter Break (No 
School)

Jan. 7:  Late Arrival

Jan. 13: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Jan. 19: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day(No School)

Jan. 27: School Board Meeting, 
CPE, 7 p.m.

Jan. 27:  HS End of 2nd 
Quarter/Report Card Prep, Early 
Dismissal

FEBRUARY
Feb. 4:  Late Arrival

Feb. 10: School Board Meeting, 
ESC, 7 p.m.

Feb. 13: Snow Make-up or 
Winter Break (No School)

Feb. 16:  President’s Day (No 
School)

Feb. 17:  Waiver Day #2 (No 
School for Students)

Feb. 25: School Board Meeting, 
SE, 7 p.m.
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Elissa Dornan recently found 
out that she is a finalist in the 
Farmers Insurance Dream Big 
$100,000 contest.  The folks from 
Farmers surprised her during an 
assembly in front of the school.  
To get her up front they told her 
she was part of a surprise for 
someone else.

“So I was really confused at 
first!    It was overwhelming and I 
was extremely surprised that we 
got as far as we did,” said Dornan 
after the celebration had died 
down.

Elissa’s grant is competing 
against two other schools, one 
in Idaho and one in Montana.  
Voting opened in October and 
continues through the end of 
November.

“The challenge of two months 
worth of voting is sustaining 
that urgency.  It’s going to be 
a challenge, but we’re hoping 
people will channel a similar 

energy like when the Seahawks 
won the Super Bowl ... kind of like 
a state pride thing.”

If her proposal wins the contest, 
Elissa’s grant would bring new 
technology into classrooms at 
Rocky Ridge.

“Technology is extremely 
important, but it’s really not 
about just having the cool 
gadgets.  Rocky Ridge deserves 
this opportunity because we have 
students that come to school 
with very little, and so whatever 
we can provide for our students 
to enhance their learning and 
to increase their access to 
technology is a priority for us 
here.  We want our kids to feel like 
their starting line isn’t so much 
further back than anybody else’s, 
because all of our finishing lines 
are the same, we are college and 
career ready,” Elissa said when 
asked about the importance of 
technology in a classroom.

Rocky Ridge Elementary is a finalist in the Farmers 
Thank A Mil l ion Teachers Dream Big contest

Come out and help us 
Rock the Ridge!
Sat,  Nov.  1,  2014  -  6:00 pm 

Graham-Kapowsin   High   School

featuring...

JASON 
KERTSON   

You can help Rocky Ridge 
win the contest  by voting 
f o r  E l i s s a  d a i l y  a t  w w w.
thankamillionteachers.com/

vote-for-a-proposal/vote-for-a-
proposal-form-100k/.

LetsRockTheRidge.com

VOTE
for

ELISSA!


